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AA National Convention July 7th—10th, Cairns
It’s clear that AA get-togethers beyond the group
level have become an established part of AA life.
Our main internet presence aa.org.au along with
other websites and newsletters around Australia,
show
how
many
Regional
Forums,
Area
Conventions, Young People’s Conventions, Rallies,
‘Round-ups’ and other AA events are being held by
AAs throughout the country.
One reason for holding rallies/get-togethers/’AA
events’ is that it is a natural thing to do. Almost any
association of people likes to take time out now and
then to observe some phase of its own development.
But in AA, such an event is far more than a routine
cause for celebration. A get-together also sets up a
useful opportunity to share the AA experience in a
broader way.
What makes an AA event click for its participants?
Well, it’s probably not style or form that matters so
much as the spirit and feeling behind it. As one
member puts it, the best AA rally is “just a darned
good AA meeting blown up big.” Just watch
members at any enthusiastic AA event and you’ll get
what he means. The atmosphere alone is worth the
trip. Here you’ll find fellowship, laughter, warmth,
and understanding – “heaped up, pressed down,
and running over”.
But get-togethers require a lot of preliminary work

and planning, as well as smooth direction while
they are in progress. Now that AA has come of age,
Regions and Areas may have Conventions and
Forums attended by dozens to hundreds, so a gettogether can actually be a major enterprise
involving lots of people and money.
This year, the 52nd AA National Convention will be
held in Cairns, the first time it’s been held in that
city. The Cairns Host Planning Committee are all
AA members that have volunteered their time to
ensure the Cairns convention has just the right mix
of good old fashioned Far North Queensland
hospitality and a variety of AA meetings to satisfy
the hundreds of visitors that will surely come along.
Members of the public are invited to come along
and experience not only how AA can save lives, but
also see how AA members celebrate their miracle of
sobriety. The National Convention is as much about
carrying the message to the still sick and suffering
alcoholic as it is celebrating how we have managed
to stay away from a drink — One Day at A Time.
So if you happen to be in Cairns in July, come
along and say Hi, you’ll be assured of a very warm
welcome.
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